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This book is dedicated  
to Paisley.

To all the individuals, communities, businesses 
and institutions who have, throughout the years, 
committed time, energy and passion to support Paisley.

And to the UK Government’s Department of Culture, 
Media and Sport, through UK City of Culture 2021, for 
giving all of us a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
revive Paisley and to connect our people to culture.

Thank you.

/Paisley2021 @Paisley2021 @Paisley2021



‘Culture needs to be the 
golden thread of urban 
policy and economic growth, 
an intrinsic part of all public 
policy and everything we 
represent as a society’.
World Cities Culture Report, 2015

Culture starts with a conversation.
It is about being free.
It is about delight and captivation and engaging with 
your inner playfulness.
It is about enquiry and provocation.
It is about confidence and pleasure.
It is about social bonds and connecting people whether 
they are two or 82.  
It is the widening of the mind and of the spirit.
It is an experience. 
It is wellness.
It is to laugh out loud, cry, long for more.
It is about changing society. 
It is a creator of empathy, pride and joy.
It teaches. It guides. It envelops.
It is about culture for nothing other that culture’s sake.

It’s what it is to be a human being.



The story of our brand
A guide to everything you need to know 
about Paisley… and our bid to be UK City 
of Culture 2021
The UK City of Culture competition is awarded by the UK Government’s 
Department of Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS). It aims to find a town or 
a city outside London that has something really special, a place that has 
exciting and ambitious plans to make a radical step change in its cultural 
life and the fabric of its communities. Plans that will transform the town’s 
fortunes and speak to the whole country. The title is a badge of honour 
and a call to arms for everyone to work together to host a year-long 
programme of cultural events and showcase local talent. It attracts inward 
investment, thousands of visitors and creates jobs. It is an amazing gift 
and Paisley has what it takes to win.



Hi, I am Paisley. 

This is my story 
and why UK City  
of Culture 2021  
is important to 
you and me. 

This is the story of a small market town transformed into 
an international textile producer, recognised for design, 
innovation, activism, poetry and song. The home of 
hundreds of weavers who threaded together the Paisley-
Patterned shawls which carried our name around the 
world, and who campaigned for social justice, fair 
employment and access to education. A place where 
giant thread mills employed tens of thousands of people 
well into the 20th century. 

This is a story of endurance. The Paisley Pattern remains 
an international brand and the legacy of our one–time 
place at the centre of the world’s textile industry is still 
all around us. It is found in our historic buildings, hidden 
treasures and our museum collection, which includes 
the world’s finest collection of Paisley shawls.

It is the story of a town that today, has the highest 
concentration of listed buildings anywhere in Scotland 
outside Edinburgh; a remarkable skyline of steeples, 
towers and tenements, Paisley Abbey, the Mills, Coats 
Observatory and Paisley Town Hall. And home to 
Glasgow International Airport, global brands, a 
contemporary cultural scene and great local venues. 
Home of The Spree Festival, Paisley Arts Centre and PACE 
Theatre Company—the UK’s largest youth theatre group.

It is a story with two sides. Paisley is also home to some 
of the most deprived communities in Scotland, where 
children live in poverty and families struggle. It is a town 
that has faded through the closure of its famous Mills 
and the decline of a once vibrant town centre. 

But the spirit of Paisley is strong and we want to revive 
our town, and that is why we are bidding for UK City of 
Culture 2021. We have watched the impact of the culture 
prize in Derry 2013, and in Hull as they prepare for 2017, 
and our friends have shared their experiences with us. 
We know that winning the 2021 title will help to 
transform Paisley and that Paisley deserves to be UK City 
of Culture 2021. It is unthinkable what might happen if 
we don’t try. What would we become if the legacy of our 
great past reduces to a few artefacts and if our 
contribution to the world is lost and forgotten?

Our 2021 year will accelerate our cultural capacity, 
strengthen our economy, and will create unforgettable 
moments that will change lives and proudly showcase 
Paisley’s heritage.



James Grant at The Spree

‘Something that generates millions in cash, is the 
reason tourists visit, breathes life into run-down 
parts of town, gives towns and cities their unique 
character and bolsters international standing. 
Something that improves health and wellbeing, 
offers a new perspective and builds the skills 
and confidence of future generations. It costs a 
fraction of other city budgets. And it makes life 
worth living. That thing is culture.’
Justine Simons OBE



Want to know 
more about UK 
City of Culture?

The UK City of Culture competition is run and awarded 
by the UK Government’s Department of Culture, Media 
and Sport. It is awarded every four years and previous 
winners include Derry-Londonderry (2013) and Hull 
(2017). We want Paisley to be next in 2021.

Paisley is a creative town with lots to see and do, and 
homegrown talent bursting at the seams. A UK City of 
Culture title will bring with it a national and 
international spotlight to enable us to welcome 
thousands of visitors to Paisley, surprise people with 
what we have to offer and reignite passion for our town. 
We will host major events and a year-long celebration 
across the town and beyond. 

It will help us to transform Paisley’s reputation and make 
it easier to compete with other places to attract inward 
investment, tourism, students and re-locators. Our 2021 
journey will strengthen and deepen Paisley’s pool of 
cultural and creative talent and will begin a powerful 
conversation locally and nationally about how culture 
can create a renaissance movement for towns. It will fix 
our high street, encourage more people to live and have 
fun here, and it will create jobs—hundreds of them.

Winning UK City of Culture will connect our 
communities and help us to tackle poverty.  
All of Renfrewshire will benefit from Paisley 2021.

And for anybody wondering if this means we are 
applying to be a city, the answer is no—we don’t need 
to be. The competition is open to large towns and cities. 
We believe that being Scotland’s largest town is our 
USP—a place close enough to its communities so that 
everyone can take part, and ambitious enough to have 
a conversation with the nation.

The first stage of our bid will be submitted in April 2017 
and we will hear in early summer 2017 if we are being 
shortlisted. The area of our UK City of Culture bid will 
focus on Paisley and its wider Renfrewshire home. 

While the main focus will be 2021, the town is beginning 
its journey right now. To help us on that journey, we 
have created a personality and look for Paisley’s bid to 
be UK City of Culture 2021, which reflect the values of 
our town, and are demonstrated in the ethos of the 
Paisley 2021 Partnership. It has been created for 
everyone in Paisley and our friends across Renfrewshire 
and beyond, who want to show their support for our 
City of Culture bid.

We would like to invite you to 
join Team Paisley. 



Well it means that we all need to 
do whatever we can to show our 
support for Paisley’s bid. It is  
really important we all talk about 
Paisley and our culture bid in the 
right way, whether telling family,  
friends, customers or staff, 
presenting in meetings, talking 
to the media, designing adverts, 
displaying posters or hosting events.  

So what does 
joining Team 
Paisley mean?

If we get this right, together we 
will be able to influence the way 
people think and talk about Paisley 
and encourage them to visit us, get 
involved and back our bid. 

Our aim is to win UK City of 
Culture 2021, and we need 
everyone to come together  
to make it happen.



Paisley Halloween Festival



Sma’ Shot Day



It’s through the way we 
act and how we talk about 
Paisley that will make  
us successful…

 All of us committing to telling the world why Paisley has 
what it takes to win.
Listening and getting it right for everyone in Paisley.
Giving to get, because we want to make working with us 
as easy as possible.
Letting real people in Paisley tell our story.
Showing our passion.
Being honest and authentic and consistent between our 
words and our actions.
Celebrating who we are and all that we have achieved.
Being fair and respectful, valuing each other, our stories 
and ideas.
Being ambitious, creative and innovative. 

Believing we can win.



We would love you to formally declare you are part of 
Paisley’s bid for UK City of Culture 2021 and join Team 
Paisley by using #Paisley 2021. Tell everyone about 
our bid, share your story of Paisley and why you think 
Paisley has what it takes.

Carry the Paisley 2021 logo across your external  
and internal communications.

Use our great facts about Paisley to show what makes 
Paisley special and deserving of a UK City of Culture 
title. Tell your friends and colleagues, co-workers and 
customers about Paisley 2021 and ask them to declare 
their support too. 

Wear Paisley and proudly tell people about  
Paisley’s trademark Pattern, recognised and  
worn around the world.

Get involved 

Host
Host a ‘For Paisley 2021’ event or share your cultural 
events through #Paisley2021. 

Use your events and press opportunities to promote the 
bid and use our ‘For Paisley 2021’ press boilerplate as 
part of your own PR to declare your support and to talk 
about your contribution to 2021.

Send us your ideas for our bid. We won’t be able to do 
everything but we want everyone to have the chance to 
share what is important. Visit www.Paisley2021.co.uk 
and leave us your ideas, or pop in and have a chat  
with us.

Keep in touch and let us know what you are doing to 
raise awareness of Paisley’s bid. We will do everything 
we can to promote what you are up to.

Download
Download Paisley 2021 email signature and append 
this to your outgoing emails.

Add our ‘For Paisley 2021’ Twibbon to your Twitter 
and Facebook, use our #Paisley2021 and chat about 
our bid on social media whenever you can.

Download our ‘For Paisley 2021’ posters or make one 
of your own.



Paisley 2021 belongs to all of us.  
Be creative and have fun with it.

…And tell us if there is anything  
else you need.



Paisley 2021 launch at Paisley Abbey



So what does Paisley for  
UK City of Culture 2021 look like?

The spirit of Paisley, our 2021 partnership,  
our values and personality, are embodied in  
our Paisley logo. We want everyone to proudly 
use it and show the world they are backing 
Paisley’s bid to be UK City of Culture 2021.



Our logotype…
…reflects our built and cultural 
heritage, industrial roots, the 
town’s skyline and the Kashmiri 
origins of the Paisley Pattern.



These are our colours…

…and our very own Paisley Pattern

Pantone  
1925

Pantone  
Violet

Pantone  
143

Pantone  
395

Pantone  
Green

Pantone  
7458

…our colours have been chosen because they  
reflect the spirit of our brand. They are vibrant,  
modern and optimistic. 
Never substitute these colours for similar ones.

Our pattern palette provides a  
fresh context for the Paisley Pattern.  
It is the fabric of our town and  
our visual identity celebrates it.



And this is our typeface…

Source Sans Pro Extra Light 
Source Sans Pro Light 
Source Sans Pro Regular 
Source Sans Pro Semibold 
Source Sans Pro Bold 
Source Sans Pro Black 

…our typeface is modern, friendly and easy to read.  
It’s an open-source font family from Adobe and can  
be downloaded for free. 

Don’t stretch or letterspace type. If a word or phrase 
needs emphasizing, use the bold or black versions.

Never use alternative typefaces.



This is how we use our logotype
Our logotype must be used consistently. The preferred 
version of the logo is white reversed out of a solid 
colour. The white version can also be placed on the 
pattern or an image.

Alternatively, the full colour version can be used  
when Paisley 2021 appears as a partner and not as  
the lead brand.



Minimum clear space and size

30mm A5—40mm A4—50mm A3—60mm

Minimum size

Minimum clear space
In order to maximise our visual presence the logotype 
requires a surrounding area clear of any other graphic 
elements or text. The exclusion zone is equal to the 
letter ‘P’ from the logotype. Always allow at least 
this amount of clear space around the logo.



Positioning
To ensure consistency the logo should be positioned 
as per one of the following.

Centred
For high impact and a strong brand 
statement, position the logo largescale  
in the centre of the page.

Bottom right corner
When the logo is a smaller element within  
the overall design the preferred position is  
the bottom right corner.



Help to show your support with…

Download, personalise and 
print one of our posters  
and post your selfie using 
#Paisley2021 

Put up a poster in your 
office, classroom, shop  
or wherever you can to 
show your support!

More types of poster are  
available for download

Download Paisley 2021 email signature  
and append this to your outgoing emails

Add our ‘For Paisley 2021’ 
Twibbon to your Twitter 
and Facebook and tweet 
or post your message  
of support.



 

Paisley's bid for UK City of Culture 2021 will use the town's unique 
and fascinating story to transform its future—by putting the town  
in the international spotlight, attracting visitors, creating jobs  
and using culture to make people's lives better.
The one-time global textile hub and birthplace of the Paisley Pattern 
is also home to stunning architecture, an internationally-significant 
museum collection, Glasgow Airport, University of the West  
of Scotland, West College Scotland, PACE Theatre Company  
and a thriving contemporary cultural scene.
The UK City of Culture competition is run by the UK Government.  
The shortlisted cities will be announced in spring 2017, and the 
winner at the end of the year. Find out more about our story  
at www.paisley2021.co.uk

Use our press boilerplate
In a press release, a boilerplate helps journalists and 
consumers know more about you. If a journalist or 
blogger is writing about you, the boilerplate can help 
them easily get the copy they need for their article.

Feel free to add these words to anything you issue  
to the media which promotes Paisley.



Share our 
great facts 
about Paisley

1 The town’s name is best known for the Paisley 
Pattern—popularised by the town’s weavers in 
the early 19th century and made fashionable by 

the young Queen Victoria. Paisley Museum still hosts 
the world’s biggest collection of Paisley shawls. 

2 Paisley is minutes from Glasgow International 
Airport, connecting Scotland, the UK and the 
rest of the world to Paisley. Paisley Gilmour 

Street—Scotland’s fourth-busiest rail station with 
more than four million journeys starting or finishing 
there each year—sits in the heart of the town.

3  Paisley town centre has the highest 
concentration of listed buildings of anywhere 
in Scotland outside of Edinburgh.

4 There are plans for a £56.7 million 
transformation of Paisley Museum to turn it 
into an international-class destination based 

around textiles and design by 2021. It is thought  
this will create £89million in local economic impact  
and support the creation of almost 250 new jobs.

5 Paisley Museum’s collections are described as 
‘internationally-significant’ by experts. They 
include the world’s largest collection of Paisley 

Pattern shawls, artwork from the world-renowned 
Glasgow Boys, one of Scotland’s best collections of 
studio ceramics, and a unique offering of mediaeval 
manuscripts dating back to before the Reformation.

6 One of the star items at Paisley Museum is a 
full volume of The Birds of America by John 
James Audubon, one of the most desirable and 

spectacular books ever produced. It was donated to 
the town by the Coats family. Copies of the book have 
sold at auction in the US for between $4-5million.

7  In 2015 tens of thousands of people attended 
Paisley’s bustling town centre events 
programme; including the only UK start leg  

of the Monte Carlo Classic Car Rally, Sma’ Shot Day, 
one of the oldest workers festival in the world,  
and The Spree—Paisley’s national arts festival.



Abhinaya Dance Showcase, Paisley Town Hall



PACE Youth Theatre, Paisley 2021 launch



11 Paisley is home to InCube—a business 
incubator which helps creative retail 
entrepreneurs get their businesses 

off the ground. InCube is based on the High Street 
but also has a shop on Gilmour Street. The creative 
collective includes an artist, a hat-maker, and 
manufacturers of children’s clothes and bridal and 
guitar accessories.

12 The University of the West of Scotland 
has its main campus in the town and 
their School of Media, Culture and 

Society is an industry-recognised centre of excellence, 
with courses including Scotland’s only Masters 
in Songwriting and Performance. West College 
Scotland’s Paisley campus also offers courses in 
subjects as diverse as Sound Production, Acting, 
Dance and Computer Games.

13 At the entrance to the University of the 
West of Scotland stands a sculpture of 
John Witherspoon, created by Paisley 

artist Sandy Stoddart, Her Majesty’s Sculptor in 
Ordinary in Scotland, who is based at the University. 
Witherspoon spent ten years as a minister in Paisley 
before emigrating to the USA, where he was principal 
of what became Princeton University, and a signatory 
to the Declaration of Independence.

14 Paisley was the location for the landmark 
‘snail in the bottle’ legal decision. A lady, 
Mrs Donoghue, visited a Paisley cafe and 

was served a bottle of ginger beer found to contain a 
dead snail. She fell ill and later successfully sued the 
manufacturer, who it was agreed owed her a duty 
of care. In doing so the case set a precedent for the 
modern legal concept of negligence.

8 Paisley is the only place in the UK to host to 
a start leg of the world-famous Monte Carlo 
Classic Rally (the other cities being Barcelona, 

Reims, Frankfurt and Oslo).

9 Paisley Arts Centre sits in a converted church in 
the town centre. The venue hosts a year-round 
programme featuring music, dance, theatre, 

comedy, kids’ events and much more. In 2015 it 
hosted more than 150 shows with a total attendance 
of almost 15,000 people. 

10 PACE Youth Theatre Company was 
founded in 1988 by David Wallace  
and has since grown to become the 

largest youth theatre in the UK. Among the many 
thousands of former pupils to have passed through 
their doors over the years are international  
superstars Paolo Nutini and James McAvoy.



Bring It All Home Songwriters Showcase, Paisley Town Hall



17 In the early 19th century while the 
weaving industry was at its peak, Paisley 
became known as a hotbed of radical 

politics and early trades unionism. The town was one 
of the centres of the 1820 Radical War, where workers 
took to the streets demanding electoral reform and 
were brutally suppressed. The town’s radical nature 
prompted Tory prime minster Disraeli’s famous 
words: ‘Keep your eye on Paisley’.

18 Coats Observatory in Paisley opened  
in 1883, having been paid for by  
Thomas Coats, philanthropist and  

part of the famous thread-making family. It is the 
oldest public observatory in Scotland and still hosts 
twice-weekly winter viewing nights, allowing visitors 
to look to the stars.

19 In 1922, the town’s football side St Mirren 
were invited to a tournament to mark the 
opening of Barcelona’s new stadium Les 

Corts. Saints won it and brought home the Barcelona 
Cup—thought to be the first foreign trophy ever won 
by a Scottish side. St Mirren have been unbeaten 
against Barcelona ever since!

20 Originally laid out in 1797, Fountain 
Gardens is Paisley’s oldest public park 
and home to Grand Central Fountain, 

one of only three Category A listed fountains in 
Scotland. The garden’s broad walkways all lead  
to the ornate cast-iron fountain at the centre of  
the park, adorned with statues of herons, dolphins 
and walruses.

21 As part of the Paisley 2021 bid, a 
£500,000 Renfrewshire Culture, Events 
and Heritage Fund has been launched to 

grow the size and quality of the area’s creative talent. 
Local organisations and individuals, community 
groups and professional artists can apply for grants.  
More info at www.Paisley2021.co.uk

15 Paisley Abbey dates back more than 
850 years and has been destroyed and 
rebuilt several times. The building is 

known as the Cradle of the Royal House of Stewart—
Marjory Bruce (daughter of Robert the Bruce) was 
married and later died in the Abbey after a riding 
accident but her unborn baby survived and grew up  
to become Robert II of Scotland, the first of the 
Stewart monarchs.

16 Paisley’s Great Medieval Drain is a 
vaulted 90m subterranean structure 
dating from the medieval period, 

discovered in the early 1990s during an archaeological 
dig. The archaeological investigations unearthed 
a wealth of objects. Carved slates, some of which 
exhibit the earliest written polyphonic music yet 
discovered in the country and the largest assemblage 
of medieval pottery recovered from any site in 
Scotland, were also found.



So
Now that you 
have everything…

It is time to spread the word. We 
want as many people as possible 
to join us on our journey and back 
Paisley’s bid. Your challenge is to 
make sure everyone you know is 

‘For Paisley 2021’. Let’s make this 
important time for our town as 
exciting as possible. 

We hope this book has inspired you 
to get involved. If there is anything 
else we can chat with you about, 
we are here to help.

Email us at:  
hello@Paisley2021.co.uk
Thank you and  
Keep Your Eye on Paisley



The Grand Fountain, Paisley



If you would like information in another language or 
format please ask us.



www.Paisley2021.co.uk


