RENFREWSHIRE DOORS OPEN DAYS

SATURDAY 2ND AND SUNDAY 3RD
SEPTEMBER 2017

Part of European Heritage Days
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There are lots of places in Renfrewshire
which are more than meets the eye…
take a step inside and discover more!

How it works:
Visit at least five buildings in the
passport and get your passport stamped.
When you have five stamps, claim your
prize at Paisley Museum, High Street,
Paisley (Saturday 11.00 – 16.00 and
Sunday 14.00 – 17.00) or
5A High Street, Paisley
(Saturday 11:00 – 16:00 and
Sunday 14:00 – 17.00)

Special note for the grown-ups:
For maps and the full address of open
buildings, pick up the adult brochure
from libraries and participating venues.
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Renfrew
Trinity Church
13 Paisley Road, Renfrew PA4 8JH
Saturday: 10.00 – 13.00
This church was built in 1864 and
then was enlarged by the famous
architect W.D. McLennan. Can you
spot the carved stone gargoyles on
the spire?
Map Ref:

Did you know?

Renfrew Town Hall
and Community Museum
The Cross, Renfrew PA4 8PF
Saturday: 11.00 – 16:00
It looks a bit like a Disney castle,
doesn’t it? Renfrew Town Hall is an
elegant building in the centre of
Renfrew. In the past, it has been a
courthouse and a jail. The community
museum tells lots of interesting stories
about Renfrew’s past.
Map Ref: 3
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Although you will be out
exploring buildings this
weekend, in 1596 anyone
out playing on a Sunday
would be fined or put in
the stocks for 24 hours!
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Did you know?

This year marks the
701th anniversary of
the birth of Robert II in
Paisley Abbey. He was
the grandson of Robert
the Bruce and went on
to be the first Stuart King
of Scotland.

Renfrew Leisure Centre
Paisley Road, Renfrew PA4 8LJ
Saturday: 10:00 – 13:00
This excellent sports centre
opened in 2004 and is one of
the newest buildings taking
part in Doors Open Days.

Map Ref:
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Renfrew Victory Baths
Inchinnan Road, Renfrew PA4 8ND
Sunday: 10:00 – 12 noon
This swimming pool has a resident
ghost with numerous sightings over
the years. No one has seen it in the
daytime, but come along to this
1920s building and see if you can
spot it.

St Margaret’s Scottish
Episcopal Church
Oxford Road, Renfrew PA4 0SJ
Saturday: 10.00 – 16.00
Come and see the old robes and
photographs on display and see what
people used to wear in olden times.
Map Ref:
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Map Ref: 4
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PaisleY
Did you know?

Paisley is the town of entrepreneurs…
If you think the word ‘entrepreneur’
is a modern word, you may be
surprised to know that Paisley was
full of entrepreneurs as much as
three hundred years ago.
In the 18th century, many of the
town’s businessmen rejected the
expense of setting up in Glasgow
and started their businesses in
Paisley instead.
The population and the textile
industry grew dramatically through
the 1700s and 1800s and the
businessmen were feeling successful
enough to develop their moneymaking plans that, in 1820, they
built a canal to transport their
merchandise to Glasgow to sell.
Can you imagine how difficult that
must have been with no modern
powerful machinery to help them?

But Paisley’s people must have
been very determined to make their
business plans succeed: in 1834 they
even built a steam carriage transport
system, like a one carriage steam
train, to connect with Glasgow.
As a result of all this prosperity
and power, a very rich family, the
Clarks, who owned the Anchor
thread mills, funded the building
of Paisley’s magnificent Town Hall;
not to be outdone, in response their
competitor, Sir Peter Coats, funded
the equally impressive Paisley
Museum and Library.
If Paisley had not had such
a forward-looking business
community, all competing to be the
best, then you would not be able to
see around you today, Paisley’s highly
impressive collection of magnificent
buildings as a result of the town’s
19th century prosperity.

Lagoon Leisure Centre
Christie Street, Paisley PA1 1NB
Sunday: 10.00 – 13.00
Modern leisure pools are derived from old Roman baths, where
Romans got their slaves to scrape off the dirt, sweat and oil with a
metal scraper called a ‘strigil’. Yuck!
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Map Ref: 15

Diane Mitchell Music School
Brick Lane Studios,
Forrester House, 7–9 Weir Street,
Paisley PA3 4DW
Saturday & Sunday: 10.00 – 16.00
Take a tour of the teaching rooms
and try out an instrument, or have
a go at the quiz with questions
about musical instruments and
the music school.
Map Ref: 12

John Neilson Institute
Oakshaw Street West,
Paisley PA1 2DE
Saturday: 11:00 – 15.00
Known as the ‘porridge bowl’ because
of the shape of its beautiful dome,
this used to be a school for boys
whose parents couldn’t afford the
cost of education—going to school
hasn’t always been free!
The large central space or ‘atrium,’
has a statue of a Greek philosopher,
Diogenes, who lived a very simple
life. Come and see him, he is carrying
a porridge bowl, just like the dome!
Diogenes was sculpted by Paisley
sculptor, Alexander Stoddart, who is
Sculptor in Ordinary to the Queen.

Lagoon Leisure Centre

Map Ref:
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The Lane
7 Shuttle Street, Paisley PA1 1AY
Saturday & Sunday: 12.00 – 17.00
Starting out as a bus garage in the
1950’s, 7 Shuttle Street has now
reopened its doors as The Lane after
many years as Suburbia. There will be
loads of children’s entertainment on
over the full weekend, so come enjoy
in a safe, fun environment. There’s
something for everyone!
Map Ref:
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Paisley Abbey
Abbey Close, Paisley PA1 1JG
Saturday: Place of Paisley,
gift shop and cafe 10.00 – 16.00
The Abbey, including the tower
10.00 – 16.00
Oakshaw Trinity Church
Oakshaw St East, Paisley PA1 2DD
Saturday: 10.30 – 15.00
Once called the High Church
because of its site on top of Oakshaw
Hill, this church is certainly the tallest
building in Oakshaw. Have a look
on the paving near the church for
the spectacles, hankie and heart.
These were set in the paving to
remember the workman who died
after falling off the spire.
Map Ref:

6
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The Abbey church was once the
centre of a large monastery; a place
where monks who dedicated their
lives to God lived in medieval times.
The monks were very well educated
and the Abbey was once considered
a place of learning much like our
colleges and universities today.
It is said that our very own William
Wallace, born in Elderslie, who played
an important part in the Wars of
Independence in the 13th century,
was educated by the monks of Paisley
Abbey. See if you can spot the Abbey
Alien or count the steps up to the top
of the Abbey Tower!
Map Ref: 17

Paisley Arts Centre
New Street, Paisley PA1 1EZ Saturday: 10.00 – 16.00
Tours every hour from 12.00 – 15.00
Celebrate the 30th birthday of Paisley Arts Centre with a
birthday card colouring competition and the chance to win
tickets for a family show.

Map Ref: 18

Did you know?

One of the most interesting parts of
Paisley Abbey is a hidden part, the Great Drain…
Imagine taking yourself down into
the dank and dreadful atmosphere
of the underground sewers where
it is possible to imagine the hidden
life of centuries ago. It is a hugely
impressive construction built of
stone, consisting of a long, arched,
subterranean, water-filled tunnel
where horror stories of centuries ago
may swallow you up.

of the abbey. They played and
listened to music ahead of its time
(tuning pegs and slate music have
been found); they were fascinated
by fashion, importing beautiful cloth
from Europe (lead packing seals
have been discovered); they even
gambled (dice and gaming tokens
were discovered). Fun and games?
In church?

What deep, dark secrets were
disposed of down there in its depths?
Only rediscovered in the 1990s, the
silt at the bottom of the drain has
revealed that it was not all religion
and quiet worship for the inhabitants

The Great Drain reveals that the
sewers of the past had to cope with
all kinds of rubbish in the days before
recycling had been thought of.
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Did you know?

Scotland’s oldest
Observatory is in
Paisley…
Coats Observatory is a hidden
gem that is well worth finding;
it’s in Oakshaw Street West, and
it’s been open since 1883. It is
part of Paisley Museum, and
is a stunning building full of
telescopes to let you stargaze
all year round.
If you are a curious kid, you can
hardly have ignored the huge
expanse of space around our
Earth, especially the night-time
sky that twinkles and sparkles
with unknown astral bodies
millions of miles away, that
we can barely comprehend.
The Coats Observatory may help
you understand a little more.
It has a state of the art digital
planetarium. It examines our
daily weather patterns. It records
earthquake activity worldwide.
And of course, it tells you about
stars and planets.
Few people are aware of the
magic of the observatory, but
you can go at any time and it’s
free! The wonders of the night
sky are even more wonderful
when viewed close up through
enormous telescopes; you
will see details you never
dreamed of. But be warned—
this experience may just provoke
more questions than answers.

Paisley Museum, Art Galleries
and the Coats Observatory
High Street, Paisley PA1 2BA
Saturday: 11.00 – 16.00
Sunday: 14.00 – 17.00
Our museum has many treasures,
from ancient fossils and Egyptian
mummies to our own Buddy the lion.
Visit the shawl gallery and loom room
and find out how Paisley became
famous for its Paisley Pattern. While
you are in the museum, collect your
Doors Open Days prize when you
have visited five buildings and had
your passport stamped.
Map Ref:24
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Paisley Central Library
68 High Street, Paisley PA1 2BB
Saturday & Sunday: 09.00 – 17.00
Paisley Central Library contains books
of ideas, books of knowledge, books
of wisdom... and some fantastic
exhibitions and competitions too!
Come along and explore for yourself.
Map Ref: 20

Did you know?

A piece of Paisley Pattern
shawl from Paisley
Museum is currently in
orbit in space, travelling
at speeds of over 17,000
miles per hour!

Church of the New Jerusalem
17 George Street, Paisley PA1 2LB
Saturday: 11.30-14.30
With a soft play area, quizzes and
drawing materials, there's plenty for
kids to do when you visit this church.
Map Ref: 10

Paisley Threadmill Museum
12 Seedhill Road, PA1 1JS
Saturday: 10.00 – 16.00
Sunday: 12.00 – 16:00
There’s loads happening at the
Threadmill Museum! Join in the
Bobbin Hunt on Saturday and
Sunday or try a new craft on Saturday.
At 11am or 2pm, you can stitch or
decorate a bobbin or at 1pm you can
try your hand at jewellery making.
There’s also a tombola stall and a
selection of museum-related items
for sale both days and you can
choose to join guided or self-guided
tours of museum exhibits over the
whole weekend too.
Map Ref:23
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St Mirin’s Cathedral
Incle Street, Paisley PA1 IHR
Saturday: 13.30 – 17.00
This church was built to replace the
old St Mirin’s Cathedral, and was built
on the site of the Paisley sawmills
and mines. Come and learn about the
history of the cathedral.
Map Ref: 31

Paisley Sheriff Court House
St James Street, Paisley PA3 2HW
Saturday: 10.00 – 16.00

Paisley Photographic Society
Thomas Coats Memorial Baptist
Church, High Street, Paislwey PA1
2BA Saturday: 12.00 – 16.00
Paisley Photographic Society is one
of the oldest clubs of its kind. There
has been a photographic society in
Paisley for almost 150 years, which
is almost as long as there has been
photography.
Map Ref: 16

This is where people who may have
committed serious crimes will be
tried. You can visit the court cells and
experience for yourself what being
held in custody means! It is also a
magnificent building and contains
many impressive
sculptures.
Map Ref: 19

Ralston Community Sports Centre
Penilee Rd, Paisley PA1 3AX
Sunday: 10.00 – 12.00
Map Ref:26
Hourly tours of the
facility are available.

5A High Street
5A High Street, Paisley PA1 2AE
Saturday: 11:00 – 16:00
Sunday: 14:00 – 17.00
Find out all about Paisley’s bid to
be the UK City of Culture 2021.
When you have visited five buildings
and had your passport stamped,
come here to collect your
Doors Open Days prize!
Map Ref:

10
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Did you know?

Paisley has its own
Coat of Arms...
A Coat of Arms is a very
distinctive emblem or badge
belonging to a family or a town
or a country. It is meant to fit
on a shield, and is an ancient
heraldic sign, which could be
held high in battle to establish
the identity of the warriors.
Thankfully, we no longer use it
for such warlike purposes, but
the Coat of Arms is an emblem
of pride for any town. Paisley’s
Coat of Arms is based on the
Abbey as its central emblem, and
it contains the prayer “Lord, let
Paisley flourish by the preaching
of thy word”.
There are white five-petal rose
flowers which symbolise Paisley’s
connection with the house of
Hamilton. The abbott is in the
centre of the Coat of Arms,
wearing his pointed bishop’s
hat, called a mitre, with his left
hand raised in blessing over the
people of the town. The current
Coat of Arms is just over 100
years old, having been registered
in Edinburgh in 1912. Although
Paisley became a burgh in 1488,
its original coat of arms was
not accepted as it contained
inaccuracies.

Renfrewshire House
Cotton Street, Paisley PA1 1AN
Saturday: 11.00 – 14.00 (Customer
Service Centre)
Renfrewshire House is the
headquarters of Renfrewshire
Council, the local government
organisation. The customer service
centre is where people go if they
need to pay bills or speak to a council
officer about any of the things that
the council looks after. Come see
where all the adults go.
Map Ref: 28

Sma’ Shot Cottages
2 Sma’ Shot Lane, Paisley PA1 2HG
Saturday: 10.00 – 16.00
The cottages have lots of interesting
artefacts and show the living and
working conditions of a weaver’s
family in 1750. Can you imagine how
people lived in those days?
Map Ref: 29
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Did you know?

A river runs through the centre of Paisley…
It’s called the White Cart Water. It
originates on the edge of Eaglesham
Moor and flows through Waterfoot,
Busby, Netherlee and Cathcart to
Crookston. It passes Leverndale
Hospital and Hawkhead and enters
Paisley with a rush and a roar, falling
over rapids called The Hammils.
From Paisley Abbey it flows under
the Piazza Shopping Centre and
emerges at the Abercorn Bridge,

Map Ref: 30

St Matthew's Church
of the Nazarene
Gordon Street, Paisley PA1 1XL
Saturday: 10.00 – 16.00
Sunday: 11.00 – 15.00
Designed in the ‘Art Nouveau’ style
by Paisley architect W.D. McLennan
in 1906, (Charles Rennie Mackintosh
was working in the same style in
Glasgow) it makes use of ideas
from plants and trees as well as
geometrical shapes like squares.
Ever fancied wearing something
you have created? Come along and
get involved in our T-shirt printing
workshops at 11am and 1pm on
Saturday and 1pm on Sunday.
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a wide, high-arched red sandstone
bridge. From there it is often hidden
from view on its way past the airport
to Renfrew.
Paisley Abbey’s medieval drain used
water from the White Cart River;
the river was used both for drinking
water and for flushing away waste
from the kitchens and the toilets.
Clearly there were no health and
safety rules around then!

University of the West of Scotland
The Hub, UWS Paisley Campus,
Storie Street, Paisley PA1 2AP
Saturday: 10.00 – 16.00
Create your own versions of Paisley’s
historical buildings using Minecraft
video game technology; learn about
the heritage of the University’s
Gardner Building—which housed the
original college and school of art,
founded in 1897, that later became
the University; experience 360
degree virtual reality filmmaking; and
try your skills at sports broadcasting
with the University sports journalism
and production experts. For the
younger visitors, there’s also the
chance to meet the UWS Pride of
Paisley lion mascot and colour your
own version of him to
take away.
Map Ref: 37

Tannahill’s Cottage
Queen Street, Paisley PA1 2TT
Saturday: 11.00 – 15.00
One of the oldest buildings in Paisley,
this cottage was built by the father of
the poet Robert Tannahill, who lived
there all his life. He admired Robert
Burns very much, and with his friends
set up one of the earliest Burns Clubs
in the world in 1805. The Cottage is
still home to the Paisley Burns Club.
Robert Tannahill is buried in the
nearby Castlehead Church yard, and
at Tannahill’s Cottage they will tell
you all about his life.
Map Ref: 32

Studio 14, Sir James
Clark Building
Abbey Mill Business
Centre, Paisley PA1 1TJ
Saturday: 11.00 – 16.00
Built in 1923, this B-listed building
was once The Gassing Mill part
of the great Anchor Thread Mill
complex. This was an important
process burning off loose fibres which
guaranteed a fine, smooth finish and
strengthened the thread. It is now
used for offices and workshops. You
can also try mono-printing using
images of Paisley’s rich architectural
heritage.
Map Ref: 33

Thomas Coats Memorial Church
High Street, Paisley PA1 2BA
Saturday: 12.00 – 16.00
The top of this church tower has a
very Scottish design called a crown
steeple. The church was yet another
gift from the Coats family and has
some beautiful sculptures and wood
carvings. The shape of the church
makes it a particularly good place
for music. Come and hear the organ
music play throughout the day and
hear for yourself how special it is.
Map Ref: 35
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Did you know?

The Romans once lived in Renfrewshire
There have been many attempts to
invade Scotland in the past.
In 1310, the army of King Edward II got
as far as Renfrewshire before giving
up. If that sounds a long time ago
(it is seven hundred years), then you
will be amazed that the Romans were
here almost two thousand years ago.
When the power-hungry Romans
left Italy to try to colonise Britain,
they seemed to make good progress
in the south of England: there is
evidence of Roman temples in
London and you will have heard of
the Roman baths built in… Bath! But
the Romans did not have as much
luck dominating the wild and warlike
natives further north in Scotland.
They did advance as far north as
Paisley in the year 80AD, and they
built a stronghold they called
Vanduara. This settlement is thought
to be the Walls Hill Iron Age Fort
near Broadfield Hill in Howwood.
Evidence comes from 1960 when a
flint arrowhead, barbed with metal
was found on the shores of Walls
Loch. The community would have
used the loch as a source of water,
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fishing for food, and using reeds
and rushes for household artefacts,
baskets and flooring.
Iron Age relics have also been
discovered at Byres Hill in Barshaw
Park: some were found in the
flattened area now used as a golf
course. Sixteen hundred years ago
Renfrewshire was not a peaceful
environment to live in, and Roman
rule ended here in 410. Even three
hundred years ago, life had not
settled down for our troubled
ancestors; the well-known Battle of
Muirdykes was fought on June 18th
1685 between the government and
the Covenanters, who were led by
the Cochrane family of Johnstone.
Renfrewshire was a bloodthirsty
place to live in the past.

Lochwinnoch
Auld Simon
Johnshill, Lochwinnoch PA12 4ET
Sunday: 11.00 – 17.00
Early 18th century church of St John,
known as ‘Auld Simon’. Gave its name
to the street on which it stands and a
well-located in the garden adjacent
to the church yard. Come and explore
this fascinating ruin and find out how
the building got its nickname.
Map Ref: 38

Castle Semple Visitor Centre –
Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park
Lochlip Road, Lochwinnoch PA12 4EA
Saturday & Sunday: 10.00 – 15.00
There is always something to do at
Castle Semple—cycling, boating,
walking, kayaking and lunching in the
cafe. Plus, on Doors Open Days, you
can climb the lookout tower and get
an even better view of Lochwinnoch.
Map Ref: 39

RSPB Lochwinnoch Nature Reserve
Largs Road, Lochwinnoch PA12 4JF
Saturday & Sunday: 10.00 – 16.00
Lochwinnoch RSPB is situated within
Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park and
is one of the largest remaining
wetlands in West Scotland. Pop along
and enjoy some free pond dipping,
bug hunting and a treasure hunt.
Map Ref: 40
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Bridge of Weir
and Kilbarchan
Did you know?

Renfrewshire has connections with ‘Braveheart’
The highly popular film “Braveheart”
tells the story of one of Scotland’s
most famous heroes, Sir William
Wallace. And this legendary warrior
was, it is believed, born in Elderslie,
just down the road from Paisley
around 1207, although there is in
fact no birth certificate to definitely
prove this.
The town’s name means “field of
the elder trees”, which sounds
much more peaceful than William
Wallace’s life turned out to be. He
is thought to have been educated
by the monks at Paisley Abbey, from
where he went on to become one of
Scotland’s most legendary patriots;
he fought for Scotland against the
English, serving as military leader in
the Scottish Wars of Independence.
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He died at Smithfield in London on
23rd August, 1305, having been
captured by the English and accused
of treason (disloyalty to the King of
England). He was sentenced to be
hanged, drawn and quartered,
a truly awful death reserved only
for those who tried to kill the king.
The gory details are that he was to
be hanged by the neck, but not until
he was dead; he was to be lowered
down while still alive and cut open
so he could be disembowelled in
public. His still-beating heart would
be gouged out and displayed to
the shouting, jeering crowd. Finally
he would be decapitated. A very
gruesome death, meant to warn
others never to fight against the
King of England.

St Machar’s Ranfurly Church
of Scotland
Kilbarchan Road,
Bridge of Weir PA11 3EG
Saturday: 10.00 – 16.00
Steeple Hall
Steeple Square, Kilbarchan
PA10 2JD
Sunday: 12.00 – 16.00
This stunning building was designed
as a meal market and a school. It has
a bronze copy of the wooden statue
of legendary piper Habbie Simpson
on its tower.

This church was built by Lewis Shanks
who was the brother of one of the
local Mill owners in 1877-78. Since
this time the church building has
had many additions. The lychgate
(the roofed gateway) was added in
1939 and the millennium room was
completed in 2005.
Map Ref: 42

Map Ref: 41

St Mary’s Church
Johnstone Road, Bridge of Weir PA11 3EE
Sunday: 12.30 – 16.30
Read up on the history of the church or watch the slide show of
Camino de Santiago and the pilgrimage to Compostela. We have
pulled a lot of strings and are providing you with a puppet show!

Map Ref: 43
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Johnstone,
Elderslie,
Howwood
and Houston

Houston and Killellan Kirk
Kirk Rd, Houston PA6 7AR
Saturday: 10.00 – 16.00
Built in 1870 and restored in 1938,
the Houston and Killellan Church
is a result of a merger between the
parishes of Houston and Killellan
in 1771. You will be able to view
the special stained glass windows,
a display of pulpit falls and hear
organ music throughout the day.
Map Ref: 44
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Johnstone Community Sports Hub
Beith Road, Johnstone PA5 0JA
Saturday & Sunday: 10.00 – 16.30
Hourly tours of the facility.
Map Ref: 46

Johnstone History Museum
(Inside Morrisons Supermarket)
Napier Street, Johnstone PA5 8SF
Saturday: 10.30 – 16:00 normal
museum opening hours
Sunday: 10.30 – 16.00
If you want to find out anything
about Johnstone’s history, this is
the place to come. The Johnstone
Historical Society is made up of local
people who have a huge amount of
knowledge about the town, and have
made a good job of setting out the
artefacts and photographs which they
have collected. There will be history
walks starting at the History Museum
at 2pm on Saturday and Sunday and
you can also see a display of toys
from the 1950s.

Johnstone High Parish Church
of Scotland
Quarry Street, Johnstone, PA5 8EE
Sunday: 10.00 – 16.00
(Church service 11.00 – 12.00)
Pay a visit to see a display of
historic church items and try the
children’s quiz.

Map Ref: 47

Map Ref: 48

1st Houston &
Crosslee Scout
Group
Compass Centre, South Street,
Houston PA6 7ET
Saturday & Sunday: 10.00 – 15.00
This well-established Scout group
with over 100 youth members
will open their hall and have stalls
promoting Scouting activities.
Map Ref: 58

Johnstone Town Hall
25 Church Street,
Johnstone PA5 8FA
Saturday: 11.00 – 16.00
Take a peek at this brand new,
award-winning, building, opened in
May 2015. Join us in the Town Hall
‘street’ for biscuit/cake decorating
with the cafe team.

Map Ref: 49
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inchinnan
Did you know?

In 1885, two
kangaroos
were gifted
to Paisley by the
Marquis of Bute
and they lived in
Brodie Park!

Inchinnan Parish Church
Old Greenock Road,
Erskine PA4 9PB
Saturday: 10.00 – 16.00
The Knights Templar were very
experienced warriors who, it
is thought, helped Robert the
Bruce defeat the English. Visit the
graveyard, find the swords and see
who you can see! We also have a
‘mort-safe’ which is a guard that was
placed around graves to stop people
from digging up and snatching
freshly-buried bodies… Ewwww!
Map Ref: 53
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Did you know?

Renfrewshire is the birthplace of a very,
very famous Scottish engineer
Sir William Arrol is known as one of
the most celebrated civil engineers
in the world, and he was born in the
village of Houston in Renfrewshire
in February 1839. He was the son
of a spinner, so he naturally started
work in the local cotton mill at only
nine years of age, and that might
have been the end of the story. But
at age 13, he trained as a blacksmith,
shoeing horses’ hooves with metal
to protect them. He decided to go to
night school to learn mechanics and
how to build things from iron.
At 30, he started his own business,
Dalmarnock Iron Works, and went
on from there to build structures
you will certainly have heard of.
Sir William Arrol built the original
Forth Bridge (the red metal one
on which trains cross the River Forth
to Edinburgh).

He built the second Tay Bridge in
Perth, after the first one notoriously
collapsed one very wet and stormy
winter’s night. He built Tower Bridge
in London; that took eight years!
He built huge gantry cranes to
support “The Titanic” as it was being
built in Belfast.
He was knighted “Sir William” in
1890. Some of his constructions
(The Forth Bridge and the Titan
Crane at Clydebank) are classed
World Civil Engineering Landmarks
by the American Society of Civil
Engineers. He died in February
1913 and he is buried in Woodside
Cemetery, in Paisley; you can easily
find his grave, marked by an imposing
Celtic Cross, on the north side of the
main path on the crest of the hill.
Sir William Arrol is one of Scotland’s
most famous sons.
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Did you know?

Renfrewshire had its own famous witch trials…
In 1697, the case of The Witches of
Renfrew was frighteningly famous.
In a time when people believed in
the supernatural, and when they
were terrified of the Devil who would
inhabit your mind and make you
do ghastly and ghostly misdeeds,
when Lucifer lurked round every
threatening corner, the county
of Renfrewshire was not alone
in experiencing trouble with
so-called witches.
In this case, eleven- year-old
Christian Shaw, daughter of a local
landowner, had a serious quarrel with
her maidservant; rather nastily, she
was determined to get her revenge.
Christian claimed to be bewitched
by the servant girl, supposedly being
taken over by her spirit. As people
believed in witches three hundred
years ago, there was a literal
“witch-hunt”.
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Shockingly, the innocent servantgirl and her friends and family were
hunted down and accused. Twenty
of them were condemned at a court
trial. Five of those suffered capital
punishment; they were put to death
by hanging on the Gallow Green of
Paisley. Another young friend was
so frightened as he saw what was
happening that he strangled himself
in prison.
If you have heard of the famous
“Witches of Salem” case in Boston,
America, remember that at exactly
the same time in Paisley, innocent
people were hanged for supposed
witchcraft.

Erskine and
Bishopton
Lamont Farm Project
Barrhill Road, Erskine PA8 6BX
Saturday & Sunday: 10.30 – 16.30
Have a tour of the farm and meet
a variety of different animals. You
can even get up close and personal
with some of the animals during the
handling sessions.

Erskine Community Allotments
Barrhill Road, Erskine PA8 6BU
Saturday: 10.30 – 16.30
Once a year opportunity to purchase
organic produce, jams, chutneys and
home baking from the allotments.
Map Ref: 50

Map Ref: 52

Erskine Swimming Pool
Bridgewater Shopping Centre,
Erskine, PA8 7AA
Sunday: 10.00 – 13.00
Hourly tours. Come and see our
uniquely designed pool!

Map Ref: 51

Erskine Community Sports Centre
Kilpatrick Drive, Erskine PA8 7AF
Saturday: 10.00 – 13.00

Park Mains High School
Barrhill Road, Erskine PA8 6EY
Saturday 10.00 – 13.00

Come and see all the different
sports available.

Schools out, visitors
are in! Hourly tours.

Map Ref: 55

Map Ref: 54
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Linwood
Linwood Parish Church
Blackwood Avenue,
Linwood PA3 3JX
Saturday: 10.00 – 16.00
Sunday: 10.00 – 14.00
Bring out your artistic side with
Welly Printing or your ‘green fingers’
by planting something in the church
garden. Take part in the Fishers of
Men puzzles and games and add
something to the community collage
for all visitors.
Map Ref:57

On-X (Linwood Sport and
Community Centre)
Brediland Road, Linwood PA3 3RA
Saturday & Sunday: 9.00 – 16.30
This is a new, modern, high-quality
leisure facility. It has a six lane-25
metre pool, modern gym and fitness
suite, an eight court sports hall,
together with four dance studios and
a cafe.
The centre is built on the site of the
Linwood Moss. Back in Roman times
they cut down the trees and forest to
prevent the natives from hiding in the
trees and attacking them.
Map Ref: 56
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Don't be
a-larma-d!
The maps are in
the adult guide!
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