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About
Paisley 2021 are inviting proposals from visual artists, designers and applied artists to apply for 
our Paisley and Jodhpur Digital Tapestry Commission. This exciting project is part of The Spree, 
an annual, multi art-form festival taking place in venues throughout Paisley www.thespree.co.uk. 
The Spree includes events across many art-forms including music, comedy, film and visual arts. 
The festival, which has a reputation for curating innovative new work and facilitating 
collaborations, takes place between 13th and 21st October 2017. 

This year, The Spree Festival is twinned with the Jodhpur Rajasthan International Folk Festival 
(RIFF) which takes place in Jodhpur, India between 5th and 9th October 2017. RIFF is 
organised by two of India’s leading heritage organisations, Mehrangarh Museum Trust and 
Jaipur Virasat Foundation. It has been endorsed by UNESCO as a ‘peoples’ platform for 
creativity and sustainable development’. 

The theme of The Spree Festival in 2017 is friendship, and the twinning of the two festivals 
seeks to celebrate and mark the shared history of Paisley and Jodhpur. Both cities have a 
strong relationship with the textiles industry and the Paisley pattern itself. 

Each festival has a focus and desire to engage young people with its programme. This year, 
The Spree Festival and RIFF will work together to deliver two new commissions facilitating 
collaboration and exchange between young people in each location-a Musical Tapestry and a 
Digital Tapestry. The Musical Tapestry brings together six musicians from Scotland and India to 
create a performance celebrating the traditions of both countries. The resulting performance will 
be staged at both festivals. 

We are currently inviting proposals from visual artists, designers and applied artist to undertake 
a commission as part of the Digital Tapestry, working with 50 young people based in 
Renfrewshire. The successful candidate will be commissioned to create an art-work that acts as 
a public representation of the Digital Tapestry created by young people in Renfrewshire and 
Paisley over 23 days in October 2017. 

The Digital Tapestry
The Paisley and Jodhpur Digital Tapestry will bring together 100 young people living in Jodhpur 
and Renfrewshire by sharing photographs they have taken of their lives and local environment, 
uploaded to an online platform between 1st and 23rd October 2017.   The project will allow 
young people living in each location an insight into each other’s lives, cities and every-day 
experiences, over-coming barriers through visual language and shared experiences. 

The images will be brought together via online platform Clutter, resulting in an expansive Digital 
Tapestry of 1000 images.  The Scottish and Indian groups will then work independently with a 
commissioned visual artist, applied artist or designer to inform the creation of an art-work. The 
art-works will be publicly unveiled simultaneously on St Andrews Day, 30th November and will 
remain on long-term display in each location. 

The 50 Scottish participants will come from youth organisations local to Renfrewshire including 
Pace and New Directions, as well as local schools. 

http://www.thespree.co.uk


The Paisley and Jodhpur Digital Tapestry aims to: 

• Encourage international collaboration to form strong relationships between Paisley and 
Jodhpur and to encourage future opportunities for exchange

• Encourage young people to look at their environment in creative ways and to learn about 
another culture 

• Produce a public art-work that is genuinely informed and influenced by young people 

• Create a celebratory moment highlighting and marking the relationship between Paisley 
and Jodphur

Commission Brief 
10 groups of 5 young people, aged 8-18 have been recruited to take part in the Renfrewshire 
half of the project and the same number have been recruited in Jodhpur.  Each of the Scottish 
groups will be matched with a group in India and together they will be allocated a colour to help 
inspire and inform their photographs. 

Each of the 10 groups will upload 50 images between 1st and 23rd October, culminating in a 
bank of 1000 photographs to make up the Digital Tapestry. The Digital Tapestry weaves together 
the pattern of every-day life of the young people living in each location, allowing them to reflect 
on their commonalities as well as cultural differences. 

We are seeking to appoint a visual artist, designer or applied artist to work with the 500 images 
produced by the young people in India. The successful candidate is asked to create an art-work 
incorporating elements of the Digital Tapestry. The work will be unveiled at a public event on St 
Andrews Day, 30th November and put on long-term public display.  

The medium, format, form and public nature of the work is left open to interpretation by the artist 
but they will be required to engage with the ongoing online dialogue created through the Digital 
Tapestry.  They will also be required to deliver a workshop with the Renfrewshire-based young 
people as a key component of the project. The engagement of the young people within this 
workshop should be used to guide and inform the final work. 

The location for the work will be negotiated in partnership with Renfrewshire Council’s Event 
Team and the resulting work must be suitable for long-term public display. The Indian and 
Scottish artists will also be put in touch with each other once the project is underway, offering 
opportunities for interaction and exchange.

Budget 
The successful applicant will receive £2500 to cover all aspects of production of the work, an 
artists’ fee and workshop expenses. They will be supported by Renfrewshire Council’s Events 
Team to deliver the workshop and final outcome but will be responsible for project managing all 
aspects of making and installation of the work.  Any technical support or fabrication costs must 
be factored into the proposed budget that should form part of your outline proposal. 



Timescales 

How to Apply 
Deadline 

The closing date for application is Sunday 24th September 2017. 

Details

Please supply for the following information (either by post or by email) 

• Full contact details

• A proposal outlining what you plan to do. This should include: 

• Your interest in the project 

• Your anticipated outcomes 

• How you would deliver the workshop with the young people

• A set of 6-12 images of your work (j-peg format) 

• An up-to-date CV including education, exhibitions and events and any professional 
memberships you may have

• A project budget showing how you would allocate the £2500 budget including all 
production and workshop costs and your fee

Please note that the successful candidate will be subject to PVG checks.

Selection

Candidates will be shortlisted and the successful candidate selected by a panel including an 
independent curator and representatives from Renfrewshire Council’s Events Team, Paisley 
Museum and The Spree Festival. We aim to let the successful candidate know no later than 29th 
September. 

Deadline for proposals 24th September 

Shortlisting and final selection Week commencing 25th September 

Successful candidate notified by 29th September 

Young people start uploading images 1st October 

The Spree Festival 13th- 21st October 

Young people finish uploading images 23rd October  

Workshop with Young People 24th October 

Development, production and install of 
Artwork 

25th October-29th November 

Unveiling of Paisley & Jodhpur Artworks 30th November



Contact 

Please send your application for The Paisley and Jodhpur Digital Tapestry Commission 
preferably by email to: 

Email: 

events@renfrewshire.gov.uk 

Or 

By Post: 

Keren McKean, Renfrewshire Council Events Team, 5a High Street, Paisley, PA1 2AE

If you require further information please email keren.mckean@refrewshirecouncil.gov.uk

 

mailto:keren.mckean@refrewshirecouncil.gov.uk

